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         Walking Tour 
         of Campus

All past and present students at The University of Montana have one special 
thing in common–warm memories that come from a shared heritage. Although 
campus has grown, the University retains its turn-of-the-century charm.  
A tree-lined Oval, once a carriageway, gracefully leads the way to Main Hall, a 
tapestry brick building constructed in 1898 at the base of Mount Sentinel and 
now still the center of activity. Today the trees are mature and the stately buildings 
give UM a feeling of Ivy League stature in a picturesque Western setting. 

The Oval and Centennial Circle: In 1893 the Oval was designed as the center-piece of campus and remains 
so today. Walking on the grass was once a major infraction. Before 1931, students observed breaking the rules 

were subjected to a paddling by the Bear Paws, a men’s honorary group. Nowadays, the Oval serves as a gathering 
place for students to read books, play games, slack-line, or just relax. At the west end of the Oval stands the proud Griz 
statue in Centennial Circle. The sculpture by Rudy Autio, a world-renowned ceramicist and then-UM professor, was 
dedicated in 1969 at Homecoming. The bricks surrounding the sculpture are engraved with names and messages 

from friends and alumni. The Senior Bench, located in the southeast corner of Centennial Circle, was dedicated in 1910 by 
the graduating Senior Class and sat next to the old trolley line that used to serve campus.

University (Main) Hall: Main Hall was designed by A.J. Gibson, Missoula’s foremost architect, and completed in 1898. The red, sand-faced 
bricks were made on the grounds near UM’s heating plant.  The building originally housed a 500-seat auditorium, seven classrooms, offices, a 

museum, biological laboratory, and a gymnasium. The 47-bell carillon in the 112-foot tower weighs 18,000 pounds and was installed in 1953 as a 
memorial to students who died in World War II. If you are near the Oval at noon, you may hear the UM carillonneur playing music.  Main Hall is the 
most photographed landmark in Montana and is used by newspapers and private higher education marketing services to represent academia.   

Jeannette Rankin Hall: The classical building on the north side of the Oval is Jeannette Rankin Hall, also designed by A.J. 
Gibson and built in 1908 as the library. It housed the law school from 1923 to 1961. Rankin was a 1902 graduate of UM and 
the first woman elected to Congress. She stood by her pacifist ideals by being the only one in Congress to vote against entry 
into both World Wars, stating “I want to stand by my country, but I cannot vote for war.” The building was also the backdrop for a 

scene in local author Norman Maclean’s book ‘A River Runs Through It’. The building is now home to both the Environmental 
Studies Program and the School of Social Work.

Mathematics: On the south side of the Oval is the Math Building, designed by A.J. Gibson and built in 1902 as a women’s dormitory. Named 
Craig Hall after the University’s first president, it housed 60 women and was a warm, friendly dorm. In 1927 the building was remodeled into 

classrooms. As a side note, room and board in 1903 cost only $18 a month! In 2008, both the Department of Mathematical Sciences and the College 
of Education and Human Sciences were jointly recognized by the National Council on Teacher Quality as one of the top 10 programs in the nation for 
preparing elementary teachers to teach math.

Liberal Arts Building: This building houses many of the programs found in the College of Arts and Sciences (CAS). As the largest academic unit 
on campus, the CAS hosts many of the General Education Requirement courses in this facility. Originally constructed in 1953, an extension was 

added to the building in 1960 to house the School of Education, making the building’s E-shape. In 1973 Professor James Todd presented the mural 
located at the top of the west staircase stating that “[the mural] symbolizes a dialectical and evolutionary process in history as centered around the 
human person – the center focus of the Liberal Arts.”

Davidson Honors College: The DHC offers the intensive learning environment of a small liberal arts and sciences college 
within a larger research university by offering students a flexible honors curriculum as a complement to virtually every 

academic major available on campus. The UM honors program was founded in 1981. Ten years later, the honors program 
became an Honors College, which makes it the only honors college in the state and one of only 6 in the Pacific Northwest.  
Completed in 1996 the DHC’s exemplary facilities make it a favorite location for campus social events and receptions. Its small 
seminar rooms enable students and faculty to engage in lively discussions, and its large, tranquil study lounge is a popular 
place for students to read, converse, and unwind between classes.

Payne Family Native American Center: Serving as a testament to Montana’s commitment to Native American education, 
this facility is the first of its kind in the nation built expressly to accommodate a department of Native American Studies and 

other Native American-related campus programming. The UM campus is the site of a historic Salish Indian encampment, and  
the building is designed to reflect that legacy as well as the heritage and cultures of all Montana tribes. The 19,900-square-
foot building is the first UM campus building constructed in accordance with the Leadership in Energy Efficient Design’s green 
building standards.

Brantly-Corbin Halls:  Brantly and Corbin Halls were built in 1923 and 1926 respectively, and were both originally designed to house students. 
The grass outside the buildings became commonly referred to as “Corbin Beach” because of its popularity for sun bathing. Corbin was closed as 

a dorm in 1986 and now houses various offices. Brantly, first named North Hall, now serves as offices for University Relations, the Alumni Association, 
and the UM Foundation.

Fine Arts & University Theatre: Built in 1935 as the University’s first Student Union Building, the Fine Arts Building was the original facility 
for student recreation. It now houses the School of Art, which offers BA, BFA, and MFA in a variety of specialized areas through a comprehensive 

curriculum that includes studio art, interdisciplinary studies, art history, criticism, and theory. Renowned groups and speakers have graced the 
University Theatre stage including Vincent Price, Jesse Jackson, David Copperfield, all the U.S. military bands and choruses as well as many of the 
leading modern dance companies. Artists who also have performed at the University Theatre include Emmylou Harris, Lyle Lovett,  Joan Baez, Taj 
Mahal, Widespread Panic, Ween, Sonic Youth, Modest Mouse, Pearl Jam and Steve Earle. The University Theatre hosts lectures, such as Tom Brokaw, 
U.S. Supreme Court Associate Justices Sandra Day O’Connor and Clarence Thomas, Cheif Justice John Roberts and numerous other dignitaries. 
Throughout the year, Broadway shows such as Grease, Rent, Fiddler on the Roof, and many others have been performed here.

The Music Building: The Music Building is one of the University’s most architecturally interesting buildings. Built in 1953, this red brick building 
is, fittingly, in the shape of a grand piano. On the west side you will notice that the louvered walls, made of Indiana limestone, resemble piano keys. 

Offering both professional and liberal arts degrees in music at both undergraduate and graduate levels, the School of Music and the other units of the 
School of Fine Arts were recognized recently by the Northwest Accreditation Association as being “a jewel in the crown of The University of Montana.”

Gallagher Business Building (GBB): Established in 1918, The School of Business Administration moved into 
GBB in 1996. The building itself demonstrates the ongoing support of UM’s commitment to quality education through 

a technologically up-to-date facility that prepares students for the rapidly changing economy. GBB’s four computer labs 
boast the latest technology courtesy of UM’s corporate partners, Hewlett-Packard and Microsoft. The Montana World 
Trade Center, located on the third floor, was the first World Trade Center on a university campus. The School of Business 

Administration is one of only 158 schools in the world to receive accreditation by AACSB International for both its undergraduate and graduate 
programs, particularly accounting.

Curry Health Center: Just north of GBB is UM’s medical clinic. Curry offers students, and only students, access to quality, low-cost health care. 
As one of the most comprehensive medical clinics on a college campus today, students have access to medical, dental, health enhancement, 

and counseling/mental health services, and a full pharmacy. Curry’s 6 full-time M.D.’s, 5 psychologists, 2 dentists, and a team of other nurses and 
staff keep the facility running 24-hours a day, 7-days a week when school is in session.

School of Law: As the only law school in Montana, the UM School of Law continues to be the pride and joy of the legal 
community throughout the state. A brand new $14 million addition to the facility serves as an attractive and inviting 

place that reflects the school’s tradition of excellence. For ten consecutive years, a UM Moot Court Team has advanced to 
the national competition to compete against teams from over 165 other accredited law schools. Recently, because of the 
strong academic program, lower tuition, and great alumni and employer connections, the School of Law received nation-
wide recognition in the National Jurist as the number 6 “best-value law school.”

Performing Arts & Radio/TV Center (PARTV): PARTV currently houses the Dean of the School of Fine Arts, 
the Department of Drama/Dance, 3 performance theatres, classrooms, and broadcast studios for KUFM, National 

Public Radio and KUFM-TV Public Broadcasting System. From the beginning, the tradition of theatre at UM has been 
strong.  In 1904 the Quill and Dagger Society, which later became the Masquer Theatre Organization, formed as 
UM’s first theatre group. Also located in PARTV is the Montana Repertory Theatre, a professional acting company 
established in 1968 that performs around the nation with both students and professional actors. 

Phyllis J. Washington Education Center (PJWEC): Across the street from PARTV is the PJWEC. Completed in 
2009, the new PJWEC addition was designed with the purpose to provide facilities that support the preparation of future 

educators so that they are well prepared for a “high tech – soft touch” educational environment. The University’s motto, Lux et 
Veritas (light and truth), adorns the top of the building. The Center includes two preschools with an observation room to help 
train new teachers. The building’s flexible, technology-equipped classrooms are designed to encourage interactions among 
students and faculty and will facilitate the development of a technologically literate community of learners.

Adams Center, Art Annex and Grizzly Pool: The Art Annex was built in 1955 as a covered outdoor ice skating rink. It 
did not enjoy much popularity and was soon converted into a sculpture/ceramics area. The Grizzly Pool was built in 1958 

and extensively remodeled in 1985 and 2001. The Adams Center was constructed in 1953. The laminated wood beams that 
supported the roof were the largest of their kind in the world. Each measured 71 feet long, and they were brought to Missoula 
one to a boxcar.  The upper-level of the Adams Center houses auxiliary gyms for intramural sports and is also home to over a 

century of UM sports memorabilia in the “Hall of Champions.” Current students have free admission to the varsity women’s volleyball and basketball 
and men’s basketball games held in the Adams Center. The facility also has hosted various entertainment groups and conventions, such as Elton 
John, Keith Urban, Blue Man Group, and the Kyi-yo Powwow, which is one of the largest student-led college powwows in the nation.

Fitness and Recreation Center (FRC): On the north end of the Adams Center is the Rec Center. The University of Montana’s Campus 
Recreation Department is dedicated to providing an active environment for social interaction. The 79,000-square-foot facility was opened 

to students in October 2001. The FRC features more than 250 pieces of state-of-the-art strength training and cardiovascular equipment, a cardio 
theater, 3 multipurpose studios, 2 basketball courts, 1 volleyball/badminton/multi-use court, 7 racquetball/handball courts, 1 squash court, and 
an indoor running track. The FRC is the headquarters for Campus Recreation’s nationally recognized Outdoor Program (ODP), which offers a large 
inventory of outdoor rental gear, classes, guided trips, and presentations. The ODP also manages the indoor climbing gym, which boasts 7,000 
square feet of climbing surface area, 50 feet of vertical ascent, and a bouldering cave.

Washington-Grizzly Stadium: Situated at the base of Mount Sentinel sits the Grizzly football stadium, named for 
Montana entrepreneur and benefactor Dennis Washington. With a seating capacity of over 25,000 and a national record 

for average attendance in Division I FCS of 22,600, this arena becomes the sixth largest population center in Montana every 
home football game! Over 2,000 tickets are reserved for current students on a first-come, first-served basis for every home 
game. The stadium also has served as a great concert arena for such acts as Pearl Jam and the Rolling Stones.

McGill Hall: In the early 1950’s, Charles Leaphart, dean of the law school, remarked to UM President Carl McFarland that the “hand-me-down 
space” available for women’s studies was responsible for a declining enrollment of women at UM. Completed in 1953, the Women’s Center 

offered modern spaces for women’s programs. In 1984 the building was renamed McGill Hall after Dr. Caroline McGill, the third woman in Montana 
to become a physician. In 2008 construction began on a 5,000 square-foot addition for the Montana Center of Work Physiology and Exercise 
Metabolism, which studies the limits of human performance in harsh occupational environments such as special military operations, wildland 
firefighting, and ultra-endurance settings. Other centers in the U.S. do similar tests, but Col. Jim Wright of the Air Force says UM is the main focus 
stating, “you have some unique expertise there that does not exist across the country.” 

Memorial Row: The double rows of Ponderosa Pine trees, the official Montana state tree, located next to the PJWEC, are 
known as Memorial Row. The trees stand in honor of UM students who were killed in action or died of the influenza epidemic 

during their service in WWI. There are 32 trees in total, donated by the School of Forestry’s nursery and planted on Arbor Day in 
1919.

Don Anderson Hall: At the end of Memorial Row stands the $12 million Don Anderson Hall, which houses the School of 
Journalism. Don Anderson is often credited as the person most responsible for professionalizing journalism in Montana 
by wrenching away control of the state’s major daily newspapers from the Anaconda Copper Mining Company. The UM 

School of Journalism is now one of the oldest such schools in the nation with one of the newest buildings. This four-story 
building houses various facilities and up-to-date technology to help train students interested in print, photo, broadcast, or 
radio-television. On the third floor on the northwest side of the building is the school’s Native American Center. It’s not quite a 

classroom, not quite a social gathering area but more of a blend between the two.

Social Science: Built in 1923 as a library, this building is an example of Renaissance Revival architecture. Today the building houses the 
departments of anthropology, sociology, and computer science. In 2009, the Gallery of Visual Arts, located on the first floor, hosted the winning 
Pulitzer Prize photos of the last half-century.

University Center (UC): The UC was constructed in 1968 to replace UM’s second student-union building.  The design 
of the building originally had two separate buildings with a Montana native plant atrium between them. Because of 

notoriously  strong winds that often blow through Hell Gate Canyon, it was necessary to place a roof over the atrium to 
connect the buildings. As a result, the native plants died. The UM faculty came to the rescue by donating many of their own 
personal house plants for the atrium. Aside from a great place to study, the UC includes various facilities for students, such 
as a food court, The Bookstore, ballroom, post office, student government offices, and meeting rooms.

M Trailhead & Mount Sentinel: Regarded as the most hiked trail in Montana, the three-fourth (3/4) – mile hike to the M is a popular form 
of recreation and exercise throughout the entire year.  Originally constructed out of stones by the Forestry Club in 1908, it was replaced in 1912 

with a wooden letter, which was blown off the mountain in 1915. Stones were once again used for the M until 1968 when the current concrete 
structure you see today was installed on the side of Mount Sentinel. 

Mansfield Library: South of the UC stands the Maureen and Mike Mansfield Library. The building’s three above-ground 
floors and two underground floors hold more than 1.5 million volumes and thousands of periodicals and newspapers. The 

building is named in honor of Senator Mike Mansfield and his wife Maureen. Mike taught at UM from 1934 to 1942 then 
served for 34 years in Congress, where he earned the distinction of the longest-serving Senate Majority Leader in U.S history. 
During his time as ambassador to Japan from 1977 to 1988, Senator Mansfield established relationships with various Asian 
countries and institutions that have resulted in long-standing partnerships for exchanges and academic conferences with 
UM.  He donated his papers and other objects that are housed in the library.

Forestry Building: On the north end of the building rest the “highwheels.” These 9-foot-high, horse-drawn wheels came to UM from 
the Greenough Lumber Camp on the Blackfoot River in 1932 as a gift from the Anaconda Mining Co. In bygone days, newly engaged 

or married forestry students perched on the rig for a ceremonious ride around the Oval. The building is home to the UM College of 
Forestry and Conservation. Hanging in the west entryway of the building is the Forestry Club’s mascot, Bertha the moose. UM’s 28,000-
acre Lubrecht Experimental Forest gives both undergraduate and graduate students studying forestry a unique opportunity to gain 
extraordinary field experience working with professors on various research projects. 

Schreiber Gymnasium: Located east of the Forestry Building, the Schreiber Gym serves as the home of the Griz Army ROTC program. The 
Grizzly Battalion, having graduated over 1,800 army officers since its first class in 1922, is recognized nationally as a leader in producing quality 

officers. The building was constructed in 1921 as the men’s gymnasium. The classic Hoosier-style gym makes the building a wonderful facility for 
hosting popular classes such as dodgeball, basketball, and yoga.  It’s the site for the annual Foresters’ Ball.  

Charles H. Clapp Building: This building is dedicated to UM’s beloved fifth president, Charles Horace Clapp, who once wryly remarked, 
“Thank God, no building will carry my name.” A geologist by profession, Clapp served as UM’s president from 1921 to 1935. The building has 

been officially named the Clapp Building since 1971, but it was always known as the Science Complex because of the various departments located 
inside. Finally, in 2005 a naming ceremony was held to unveil a new sign in front of the building bearing Clapp’s name. The facility is home to a variety 
of world-class laboratories, research groups, and geological and paleontological collections, and nationally renowned programs such as the National 
Center for Landscape Fire Analysis and the Numerical Terradynamic Simulation Group.

Chemistry Building and Skaggs Building: The Chemistry Building was remodeled in 2005 to add 1,000 square 
feet of laboratory space. Some of the projects that chemistry faculty and students work on include diabetes research, 

use of domestic honeybees to locate landmines, and converting used cooking oils into biodiesel fuel. The College of 
Health Professions and Biomedical Sciences (CHPBS) calls the Skaggs Building home. An addition to the south end of the 
building, completed in 2007 and dubbed the Biomedical Research Facility and Science Learning Complex, was designed 

almost exclusively by scientists and reflects the modern interdisciplinary approach to biomedical research. Each of the main research floors has 
three large interconnected laboratories that allow scientists from various disciplines to collaborate on related problems ranging from Alzheimer’s 
disease and cancer to lung disease and environmental impacts on health. Facilities like this, the dedicated students, and the outstanding faculty of 
the CHPBS all contribute to UM’s reputation for being one of the top biomedical research universities.

Health Sciences Building: Located inside the Health Sciences Building is the UM Herbarium and Philip L. Wright Zoological Museum, which 
hold the largest collections of their kind in the state. The Zoological Museum now has over 18,000 bird and mammal specimens, representing 

every order of mammal except a few extremely rare ones. Underlining UM’s dedication to undergraduate research, the building is also home to a 
cadaver lab that allows students interested in health sciences to study the anatomy and physiology of the human body before entering graduate or 
medical school.

Interdisciplinary Sciences Building (ISB): The ISB, located just south of Health Sciences, added approximately 50,000 square feet of 
laboratory, classroom, and office space to the southwest corner of campus after its completion in 2009. The new facility contributes to the 

increasing number of opportunities for students and faculty from different disciplines to collaborate on similar projects.

International Center:  East of Craig Hall is the International Center. This was originally the Fine Arts-Women’s Club Building and was built in 
1937 with the help of $17,000 contributed by the Women’s Club of Missoula. In 1955 the building was converted to house a planetarium across 

the northeast corner of the building for students to sit inside and gaze at the heavens. The building then was remodeled to house the Alumni Center 
from 1965 to 1989. The building now is home to the Office of International Programs, which organizes international exchange opportunities and 
other related programming at UM. UM’s experience with international exchange dates back to the early 1920’s when UM welcomed its first exchange 
student from Russia. UM now hosts over 500 international students representing 74 different countries. 

Lommasson Center: The Lommasson Center was originally built in 1956 as a student union building. Its original  
name was the “Lodge” until 2001 when it was renamed in honor of beloved alumna Emma B. Lommasson, who 

worked for UM as a registrar for forty years. The building now houses several student services offices, including  
Enrollment Services–Admissions, Office for Student Success, Career Services, Disability Services for Students,  
Registrar’s Office, Financial Aid, and Dining Services. Dining facilities for students also are located in the Lommasson Center, 
including the national award-winning, student-named Food Zoo. 

Residence Halls:
Aber Hall:  The sister building of Jesse Hall, Aber is named after beloved professor William “Daddy” Aber. The floor layout is 
identical to Jesse. However, a basement recreation room and facilities located just outside the building, such as outdoor tennis 

and basketball courts, make Aber the perfect place for students interested in wellness. Plus, the Grizzly Pool, Washington-Grizzly 
Stadium, Rec Center, and the trailhead to the M are also nearby.

Craig and Duniway Halls: Craig and Duniway Halls, named for UM’s first and second presidents respectively, offer double- and triple-
occupancy living options for both male and female students. The top two floors are reserved for females, the bottom two for males. On the floor 

in the entryway of Craig is the former seal of the University which bears the original name: “Montana State University.”  UM became The University of 
Montana in 1965.  Duniway Hall was constructed in 1957 and renovated in 2002. 

Elrod Hall: Originally named South Hall, Elrod is the all-male residence hall on campus. The building has single and double rooms available 
with sinks in each room. The building’s namesake, revered professor Morton J. Elrod, came to UM in 1897 as head of the science department. 

He established the University’s first science collections, helped start the Montana Kaimin student newspaper, student government association, and 
created the UM Biological Station on Flathead Lake in 1899. Elrod also played a major role in establishing Glacier National Park, as well as operating 
Missoula’s first weather station from his home.

Jesse Hall: This 11-story residence hall is named for Dr. Richard Jesse, the first dean of men and a stickler for academic success. The L-shaped 
floors are occupied by students of the same gender and elevators provide easy access to all floors.  Each floor accommodates 40 students, providing 

a unique opportunity to learn from other students with various backgrounds while sharing a similar academic interest.

Knowles Hall: Knowles is named for Eloise Knowles, one of the first two graduates of UM. The four-story residence hall houses 260 students 
and is divided into two wings, one for males and one for females. Spaces are reserved in Knowles for international students and members of the 

Davidson Honors College. The Substance-Free fourth floor requires its residents to sign a contract stating they will not possess, use or be under the 
influence of alcohol or illicit substances within the living environment. Students find the relaxed atmosphere of Knowles to be inviting. 

Miller Hall: Located on the south side of campus, Miller Hall is dedicated to J. Earl “Burly” Miller, who was dean of men for two decades. Miller 
Hall’s renovation in 1996 made substantial changes to both the interior and exterior, such as the fifth-floor penthouse rooms that are each 

tucked under a peaked roof with a gabled window. Along with the single-penthouse rooms and regular double rooms, Miller also has 3-bedroom 
suites called “pods,” all of which are available to freshmen through seniors.

Pantzer Hall: Constructed in 1995, Pantzer Hall is named for Robert T. Pantzer, who served as UM President from 1966 
to 1974. This residence hall is reserved for those students who have successfully completed 30 semester credits, the only 

residence hall with such a requirement. The single rooms and 4-bedroom suites with private bathrooms make this hall a popular 
place to live once students have completed their freshman year.

Turner Hall: Turner Hall, built in 1938 as a dormitory, was considered so ultra-modern for its time that it was simply called New Hall. In 1956, 
the hall was renamed in honor of Mrs. Belle B. Turner, who served as a dorm mother in Craig, Corbin, and New Halls. Turner now serves as 

the all-female residence hall at UM. The larger, double rooms with sinks in each make Turner an attractive facility for women. Turner has a warm, 
homelike atmosphere.
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Origins: The Montana Legislature passed an act Feb. 17, 1893, establishing 
The University of Montana. The campus, situated at the mouth of Hellgate 
Canyon, originally consisted of 40 acres. Land was donated by the estate of 
C.P. Higgins, founder of Missoula; E.L. Bonner of the South Missoula Land 
Co.; the Northern Pacific Railroad Co.; and the U.S. Congress. Today campus 
comprises 156 acres bounded by the Clark Fork River, Mount Sentinel and the 
city of Missoula.

Contact us:
Enrollment Services
Lommasson Center 101
406.243.6266
admiss@umontana.edu

Guided Tours offered Monday - Friday


